WHAT'S IN STORE

Dion’toverkonk the obwlous, Mext gme
youre in your local fabrie store ask i
chey offer dasses. You rn;rphl::urprlsqd
o find oux the services they proside.
IMamy small independent fabric seares
bring im guest instructors for demos
and lectures. Some have a space wharg
regular chasses are held, The offering
may be sl bur the intimate setting
may provide mare persanal one-ons
one dme with the teacher Larger
chains like Jo-Ann and Hancock. have
a wide variety of sewing and crafting
classes, depandent on the size of their
stores. Some are free, while intensive
three weellthree hours per week
adwvanced apparsl sewing classes can
run beoween 560 and $100. They even
have beginmer elasies for children. You
can go online {www jo-annfabric.com
and www hancockfabriczoom) o see
wiat thay offer, Both sites have search
engines where you can type in your
zin code and find a store near you that
offers dasses; then you can download
thedr manchly schedule,

Surope. Go to their Wb site 1o
drrarhosd the eurrent |et Lacal PACT
crapters hold clhsses, workshops,
seminars and redneats for mambers which
=B SOTETIMIes Cpen to the public.
wraves preegrelesenalsong

Mimen | founded The Sewing
Workshop back in the early 19805 | wes
zoorsed agdinst starting a business that offered
oy sewing related classes, which turmed owt
o b bad achice. The Sevang Workshon
o= to be 2 supportiee and chmamic
smaTE s community in the sama San
Francson bomtion and offers 2 wide selecten
of classes ranging o begrning sesmg o
ey corstruction to corsetry to hame
dezoration 1o dyeing techriques. Madmum
ciass e i ven and prices range from 350 far
3 al-cay dass on Bt or the Bias Skt 1o 3550
fze & fiea-day Classi Frendh Jackel interdme
weth Susan Khae The Sewing Wiorkshop
tzess advanrdaps of the many rencwned Flber
artists in tha area, 5o wou can fake a
wpsand on Shibor with Anna L Hedstreen
o srulpted el wath jean Cacicedo
oo hedEsngworkshopeom ar
(415) 221-7397F

G Strect Fabrics in the Washingion DC
w3 ofiers up a delectase selection of sewirg
tlazees The Beginning Sewing coures rarge
fooen m-depti, mult-session eourses 10" Ex-
sresd Haties [or tmecorsdious novices and
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there are classes for children & wourg
25 fve-pears old The starstudded cast of
irstruchons on ConEruction techiiques ane
authors ard profesionals—Ike Threads author
Connie Long teaching how to talor a jacket or
rrake 3 bra, orviogue Patterrs designer joanna
Lyon's one-sessian course on making Designer
Brickil Vais and Heagpisoes. Downioad the
entire mouth watering (16 page’] course
schedule at wewwgstreetfabrics com.

Located in 2 storelnont in Hiyesalley, one
of S&n Frareisco’s hip shopping ard restausst
dhstricts, Stitch i part sewing studio-schocl
part retal stone and boutaque. Stitch
prowides & sewang [oure whiens pou can use
their sewing equipment {Sewing machines,
sergers, cutting tables, dress forms, tools, etc.)
and pat mendly adhice for 2 reasonabde 510,
por hour s also a great learming space for
20- and I-somethings wha hie never umead
& sy machine, Clsses e Liber Sewirg
Basics, Fanchags, and T-Shirt Reconstruction
{averape 330 for 4 to & hi classes) are armed
at beginners and those with minimal salls the
apprcach is miormal nen-raditional and QI
ri-rubes indluenced wwesssttohlounge com or
(3135 4313733

o ane crestive but cheless shaut boa
[0 use a smwang maching, Sew Fast Scw
Easy ini the heart of the Garmnent District in
Plemas ok City il feach you b B0 naagate
a rachine and make a bag in one aasy diis
After that you can acharce 1o fashion sewing
witere you keam to it out and sew a simple
skirt {men rake pants), Continue leaming
with rnone detaied garrranti—each elass
teaches & mew sl whik complesing a
garrrenl. Saes marey with ther Starter
Comizg Classes whers weu et free 2-hours
sessions for §285, Them move on 1o ther Hip
Home Senes and leam how 16 rmake curaing
and pllorws, wemrasadislSanpaanycom or
{212 keg-a32|

Malee Worlshop on Marhatian's Lower
East Side 15 8 school, stwdio, place for crafty
fypes to get together 2nd make stulf, and a
store for seworgferaliivg supolies and
handmade products¥ou can 5ig'| up for
bepniner dasses that inchude learming how
1o L5E 3 sEwing miaching, or try dressmatarg,
handbags, pil sws or patterrmsking, But this
schaal i ret st for sewnp—they also have
chagges in knitting. orochet, jewelry making,
shevesmaking, scaprraking and slksoreening
b name just a fisa See their entire schedule
at wearsinakieworkshapoam er el
(212} 533-5355

Lescated in a spadous sell-Contained Gulkding,
fziturnig a gallery and state-ol-the-art dyeing
studio, the Testile Center in Minneapals =
a natioral center for fiser ars offering elassas
ang workshops i base sewang, srlsee desien

and many other fiberrelated topice includng
faonic dying, weadrg 2nd guitng Their Tesdile
M taboes to the mad, brnging texdile
arts experiences 1o schooks inchading all
neccesary supplies plus a teaching artist.
wewwdesdileoertenmnong or (612] 438-0kE4
Apparel Ares n San Francisoo B armed 21
peEple with aspitations 1o anter the fshion
ind sty bl welcorress inexperianced
beginners as well offering courses from basc
consructicn 1o an in-depth siudy of the
pattermmzking sysbern used in Frénch couture
COnthar coursas cover Talanng, Oaging and
Crading, Founderfinstructor Sury Furrer
condhucts the coutune Pattermmiaking and
Dasign Course in two- and three-day niersmne
servinars (E250-5375) for cut-of-towners The
wozekly pattarmrnaking elass is 3202 2 month
wihich indudes Tour threg-hour classes
s sime i5 Frnited 1o nine shudenis,
s apparekartscom or (415) 4365734
Tre University of Philadelphia offers an
iniiriguing saries of chsses on Indystrisl Fashicn
mrezthoeds that & open 10 hobhyists crwould
be profiessonale, Courses such as Dhesgn
R Techniques and Gradng are faught by
Laurel Hofrann, whao weote the program and
its textbooks to prosent the education she
warted when she wiorked as 2 prefessional
praduction paternmekes; alfenng high-end
desgning, deafling, and sewing skl wselul 1o
angne wh sews. Studenis indude design
room parsornel, would-be entrepreneurs and
hirne sewers, wwsalurehaffmeannoem o
(215) B4- 085
MTH Design Studio n Lawre, Maryara
offers a wide sanety of classes in the Fler
At frorn seweng fashion and heme decor
e sk pariing 2nd knitting. Studems of al
e are weloome ta jgin any chss, from the
imensve sudy program (o one-session or
garmnenit speific classes of several weeks. An
Oipen Studic SewWith A Fro peogreen gl
arpone 16 brng in a "problem” project and
ricenss balp and achice along with acoess to
specalzed equipment. Mentor and internship
programs are Faiable for class credt at both
thiz high schaol and college levals baw this
fall are Craathe Fartoss whears a hostess may
chaase fom 4 menu of options and host
b party in the Studio a5 everyone
creates something to take home,
wensormitrndesgratudicedn o (301) 604-413%
Fer histary bulfs The Yintage
Pattern Lending Library in Cakdard,
Calfpmia offers boginnar o couturier level
dlazses that foous on working fom vintage
pattemns, Students have acoess to the liorary's
collection of more than 3000 peterns
ranging [rom 1840 10 the 19605
wonewovpll.org or (510) 653-30% 1
{oononued on pags 13
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